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THE GUILIOTINE AT WORK-1.
0N the sixtlh, seventll, and eighlth allotted cduo, s
(N ,vember 2ncd, -7th, an.-d 8th) the Hotse of Conmroirs
got thiroughi Clcauses 34 to 45 of the National In--;Utance
Bill, a-nd thle guillotine has been bu-sily at wNork, wvitm
tlhe twofol(d resuLlt that many Government amnend-
ients lhave been pas-ied without an' semuhlmmiice of
discussion, other's after iroost inadeoutate disc;ssion
and t-hat anmendments standing ini the niamiie of private
nembers have been uled ouLt of order and altogethei'
withdrawn froiii tire consideration of the Hou,se.

On Thi,rs'slay, Novemiber 2nd, tire siyth allotted
day, the Ilouse conside-ed in Coimiittee Clause 34,

conXtaininig the special provision with respect to
marr e(l women, and imnportant alterations w\-eibe
miiade implrovin"' t'leii pOSitiOl (C1aise con-

tatmingil provision- as to aliens was, also, disp)osed
of. (Oii Tumesday, the seventh allotted dav the
tivime of ti-:e Hu( se was ainly cCeripie(t in

coiside- ig the applicatioon of tie lIil to tile
naval ain( military ser'ices andom t her se iriats ohl
the Crowun. By tie opeiationl of the closure
Clauses 41 auu(lt 42 were prasse(i -\\mithout d i isCUs-

sion, at witl cei-tain Goveirnmnent ameid jeiats.

That to Clause 4I p1,ovided that one at least !-J the
Insur-ance Coniminissioimers shiould he a cd tly quaiified
i11edical practitioner x71-ho had hiadi persotial expeiience
of general pr:actice. The Goverlnment amtiend 1)ent to
Clause 42 pr-ovi(Ied that the centralAl(idisory CoIn1-
mniittee siall conitain representatives; of dull- qualified
medical practitioners who lhave hard persoirril e.Aperi-
ence of general practice as well as of associations -)f
emnplovers aind of approved societies. Thie clatuse (Ices;
not coiltain aily prov-isioil limitiiig tile nIiuml)er of
members of tlis corinii-iittee.
On Wednes(lay the House reaclied Clauise 43,

relating to the appoinitmi-ent of lodcal Ilealtli Conii-
mittees and defining their constituitiomi. Tire dis-
cuLssioil began at 4 o'clock, and the Houise was miainly
octcupied with a proposal to give the dutties of these
comnin'ttees to existing lhealtlh and sanlitary com-
-mittees; of cunrmties or county boronLglhs; this Was

regatived, arid incidenitallv the namiie of these local
-'omnmmittees, hitlherto' called local HeIalthr Coin unit-
tees, was chlanged to local Insurance Co-limmittees.
Furlther discussioin took place on proposals to allow
uirban and rural distr'icts to appoint stuch com-

iuittees of their ow'n, bhut the Chlanieellor' of the
Exchequer opposed, amid the proposals w-ere itll-

(aVclNV n. Sir Philip Magnus made an attempt to
limit time size of these local Healtir or' Insuirlance
Cormmiittees, moving that they should conis;ist of not
less than fifteen cr mnore than thir'tv niemil ers. This
was resisted by the Governiment and rejectecl on a

division by a mllajority of i5 i (I93 tO 42).
Tire Chancellor of tile Exclhequer' thien carri ie(d

aillendirnents providing that time iuinimuni nrmumrber of
the representatives of insurfed pelsons oni time IHealth
Commiinittee should be raised fromI q to 24, and
tire naxinunrim from I8 to 48, an([ it ws.; only at
9.30 p.n'l., Witlh tlhe closure in siglit at 10.30 Pi.l.,

that ti-e xely imnportart subject of thie constitution
of tlhis coimminittee w-as reached. He brought uip
amendiiments w-hlich altered thie constitaLtion of the
commiiittee, as well as 'its numbler, raising the
m-linimumlll to 40 an-d the micaxiimiuiuii to 8o, tie
numlber of medical mlen being not necessarily
miiore than thlree in any case, only two of
whom will 1)e appointed by the profession.
Bothi Sir Robe.t Finlav anid Dr. Addison made,
vigorous protests against the assumiiption that tlle
1l e(lical profession would accept this constitution of
these coimmnittees. The latter psointed otut that w.-hile
tlie profession recognize(l thlat the representatives of
tire insured persons shoulld be in the miiajority of this
commiiiiittee, whliiel wvould hcave the wlhole of the
cont:iol of miedical benefit, tlere was no denying thle
fact that thie agrleemiienit originally arrive(d at
wias that there should l)e tlhree miledical meml)ers
of a comimittee the miaxiiimum numiler of which wasc
22. As t!he minimu-min w-as now increase(t to 40 and thieX
n.ax.lnum to 8o, it Nvas imposc;ible to say w\-hetlher tire
medical pr,ofession wvould be of opinion that their
representation wvas adequate and(1 proper. He coul(d
not accept aniv responsilility foi agraeeing, to the
amended form of the clauise, .ncd appealed to the
Clhiancellor of the Exclhequer to leave the miatter
olpen, so tlht representations miiighit be mnade to hiin
lefore the Report stage. To this appeal thie Clanicellor
of the Exchiequier madle no diiect responise.

Dr. Addison, we believe, correctly expressed the feel-
ing(, of all those w\\1ho are iW any rw-responsihle,
whietlier in the Houise of Cominons or ouitside, for
expressitng the opinion of tire iine(lical profession to time

iblic. TPhe profession, alike in the interests of the
publlic anid its own, is solicitoun> that time local coIml-
mittees now called Insuran.ce Comimiiittees shall be so
conlstitulted las to ensture thlat time medical aspects of
all the mutltittodinoeis an(d iinporttant mmmatters -whicli
will come before thenii slhall at thieir meeitings be ade-
,quately stated and (liscutssed in the liglht of miie(lical
expert knowledge. As the Attorney--General poin-ted
otut, the bill as it now stands throws a mucll greater
aniount of responsibility and work upon tire Instirance
(formerly Healtlh) Comiimittees than in its originial
foriml, anIl lhe instanced in particular the adniinistra-
tioin of miiedical benefits, drawinng the conclusion that
it whas necessary to have a larger ntimber of memiibers,
but avoiding, whaclt would seemi to be the only corollar-y
--that this increase should include ani increase in tlhe
numlber of medical imiemiibers.
The fall of time guillotine before tue discussion

oer Clause 43 had reaclhed its natural conclutsion
involved also the insertion in the bill, withotut any dis-
culssion at all, of an important new clause constitutin.,
AuLxiliary Committees. This clause is so curious a

specinien of the Kingy's Eriglisli as it is written by
parliamiientary dlraftsitnen that it is not easy to knowv
exactly what it means, but it vould appear to require,
local Insurance Commnittees to prepare, subject to the
approval of the In-surance Commissioners, a scheme
for the appoinDtmient of an auxiliairy comminittee for- each
l)orough witlin the county having a population of not.
les;s than I0,000 and for eaclh urban district having a
population Of 20,000, subject to thie power of the
county comml-littee to group adjoining areas. Tie
clause specifically' provides that suclh an1 auxiliary coin-
mittee shiall be appointed for the City of Londcon
and for eaclh metr-opolitan borotugh. The clause
does not conitain anyv plrovision as to the constitutioir
of thes;e coimmittees, wh-iel may apparen-tly contain
uo medlical eleiument.
We must reminid niot only the Goverinment, and tire

Hlotise of ComImnons, but aiso the miie(lical pi'ofessioll



oMEDICAL INSPECTION OF SCHOOLS.

itself, that the 13Bitisih 1Iedic al AssocialtionI lhas
ilot agreed to accept the 1ill. It has, undertaken
to point out defects in the bill (and to. suggest
amlllendlmenlts by wlhichl. tlhey miay be remlov-ed or
minimized. Wlien the HouLse of Comm1ons1 h1as
finislhed the Commilnittee stage of the bill, tlle pro-
fession w\ill consider whletlher the amendments
(actulally intro(luce(d miieet its views, arind wlhat
furtlher alterations slhoul l)e sought on the Report
sta(ge. A special meeting of the Council of the
Association wxill be held at the earliest pessible date
immediately after the conclutsion of the Conimittee
statge in the Houise of Coimmions, whlen a report to
thle Divisions on the position then existing will be
settled anid at once issued. The exact date of the
miieeting is subject to the progress of parliami-entary
business, butt it,- will probably be suminioned fol
Novemiber 22n1d, in whlichl case the report wotld l)e
issue(l to the I)ivisions oni Noveml)er 23rd, 'and it \vili
thien bl) for the Divisions to arranige to lhold special
ineetings at slhoit notice, in, all prol)al)ility before
Novemiibel 28tli.

\WTlen, and if, the hill b)ecomies lawa--an(d apparently
thelre is nio douht that it ill be passed h)efore
Clhristmas- tle profeessioi \vill lhae agatin to consider
it in its final for-M.

MEDICAL INSPECTION OF SCHOOLS.
EiLSXEWHERE in this issue is coneltuded asftuiuinmarv of
sutich plart3 of the tliir(iannual report of thle chiief
miiedical oflicer of the l3oard of Education as lend(l
tlhemselves to sutelh treatmenit. They are compara-
ti-elv few., since miany of its 300 pa(ges are oectcpied
hy carefulix- ballanced conisiderations o f various
prol)lemis, byl quotation-is from the report-s of sundrv
mledical officeis shiox-ing ho\w they are being dealt
xvitli in variouis parts ot the country, and by many
tal)les indicatino' the criude results obtainied from.
inspection in v-arious selected areas, but niot specifi-
callv correlatinlg the figures wvith' one anothier or apply-
ing, tlhem-t to the xx-lmole country. The wxliole volume
is full of matter of mnuItch interest to all
thlose actively engaged in selool mle(lical vork,
and is wxritten as a rutle in suclh a stvle as to gixe
reader,1amiongy the g(eieneral lpublic a ve fair iiklin
of the prol)lens wxiililhax-e to b)e considered; but the
student of schlool mnedicine mnay occasionally xvislh
ihat the teachiingy Aere inioie (lojgmatic, anid ordinary
readers of Bluie Boolks miiay- regret the absence of anx
cliapter setting fortlh stichi conclusions as the iuedictdl
lepartmiient of the Boaird of Educaltion hias3 at pr-esent
(lefinitely reachled and suheli estimates of results as it
consi(lers can le based on- the vNork so far perforimed.

\While the absence of suclh clear sumimiary or state-
menit of conclusions is; to be regretted, it is easilx
comipirelhensil)le, for in draxving up eaclh of his repor'ts
vir George Nexvmui-a lhas been faced by vely ex-
ceptionlal difficulties. Tough, niominally alcddre.`-sing
hiinmself to the President of the Board of Educa-
tion, hle is, real1y and perforce, addressing at least
hialf a (lozen (different classes of persons--scllool
medical officers and the medical profession as- a
N\Ahole, lay memobers of countv cotuncils and education
cn1111mittees, ratepayers, parenits, and(l the general
plWic---and the (lifferenit point of view- of eatelh of
tlhe--)n muitst of course receix e conisideration- inl ani
ollhicial report. It muitist be admiiitted, also, that lhe is
dle-linrg witlh a subject on-iwhichi nio one at presenlt is
entitled in every respect to lay dloxvn the laxv, and is
reslmorting on1 x\voi'k xvlhlich so far h1a-, never beeni fully
carried ou0t in any othler country, and xw hose imi)or-

taniee and extent hax-e hitherto been thoroughly
grasp,ed prolbbly by coimiparatively few people. Tllis,
indleed, is perlhaps the deepest imipression likely to b)e
left on the miiind of those vhio stucdy carefully this
report and its tNvo predecessors. Nominally, the
work imiiposed by the -Education Act of I907
is mi)edical inspection, and medical inspection
is truLly its cardinal featture, the axis on wlich
ex-evrvt hing else depends. Nevertheless, so far as
concern-i the acttual. amounit of xwork entailed and
the expenise inxolved, miedical inspection is a
coinmpaiatively smnall iteuim, since if any practical out-
comime whatever is to be ol)tained fromii it medical
inispectioni coninotes the concentration on the public
elemientary school child of all lhealth forces and all
lhealthl mnacbiinary niow or lhereafter available. The
referenices niade bzy Sir George Newinan to this aspect
of m)atters a1re frequent, eloqutent, and convincing, and
lie is attractively clear in hiis demionstration of the
necessitv of co-ord(inatincg the vatrious forces,-,, and
leterniming, tlie part xlhichl eaclh shouldl play.
The report leaves roomn for little doubt that the

introduction of in edical inspection- lias already xworked
for good in r-espect of tlhe hvgienic imiorality of the
rising generation, anid that except in a x-ery limitedl
numbl)er of areas it is being or hias b)een well organized,
and is xorking xwell throuahout the country. He is
also not unconx-incinig in whiat lhe lias to say as to
the b)nefits that x-ill accrue to the n-ation if the
fulrtlher organization practically entailed by the Educa-
tion Act is duly evolved, and he makes it clear tha1t
am11ong" otlher developments a large propor'tioIn of
education anttl iorities xill shortly find theniselves,
lorced to establis' systems of treatmiient. As to what
will be the effect of all this on the ra<tepayer and the
m(edical profession Sir George Newmnan is silent.
Any rea(ler of hiis report, however, is likely to
concltude that the expenditture diiectly and in-
(lireetly enitatiled xvill eventually be enormous, and
that though Sir George Newman appears anxious
to 1)e fair to the general body of the miiedical pro-
fession, the policy a(ldumbratecd by himi mllurst
inoital\ly prove umiore or less seriously detrimiental to
general practitioners. Eveni if it does not eventually
lead to the emplovntent of none b)ut xvlwole-timle
officers, it xvill force every one wlho takes any part
in the treatmlenit of public elemiientary schlool clhildren
inito accepting the position of being, practically a sub-
ordinate of the education auttlhority in hiis area, and
in eitler case mnust miaterially modify famiiily praetice
as alt piesenit condutcted. At the samtne time tIme reader
x\i11 hardt(1v be conx-inced that this policy is the 0ol1y
one possi)l;e, oi ex-en the best in the circumllstanices.

TH E CLINICAL VALUE
OF V'ON P'IRQUET'S REACTION.

THE local reaction that followvs in miany tuberculou.-
patients xwlien their skin is vaccinated xwith Koch's
01(1 Tube'rculin xvas described )y von Pirquet in I907,
and xvas at first acclaimed as an easy and truistwortlhy
iimeans wxliereby tuberculosis could b3 diagnosed.
Since tlhat day, lhowever, mucl xvork lhas been done
on the subject, and the diagnostic value of
von Pirqunet's cutaneous reaction lhas tended to
fall steadily in the clinical muarket. Tlhus it xvas soon
founl-d that a positive reaction could rarely be obtained
in patients xwithi advanced or extensive tuberculoui
lesions, on the one lhand; while, on the other, th3
,great milaj'ority of healtlhy or apparently healthy adults
x-ere found to give a positive reaction. Before long
it beeanme the fashion to say that the presence
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or absence of the reaction wvas of little dia-
gnostic value in ani adult, and that thie test was
of clinical value onily in the case of infants and
lhildrlen. Even witlh this limitation to its applica-
bilitv, the test still gave results that could only
be regarded as astounding by- the cliniician. For
example, voni Pirquet obtainied a positive reaction in
a quarter of all clhil(dreni aged I to 2, a thiird of all
clhildren aged 3 to 4, hialf the chiildren aged 5 to 6,
and in twvo-thliris of all chiildreni aged fuom I I to 14.
To the cliniciiian, as we lhave said, suichl figures are
astouinding, and, if a positive reaction is to be taken
as evidence that the patient is actually suifferin-ig froin
tuLberctulosis, incredlible. But to the pathologist they
seenii to er-r by unlderstatinig the facts; for Hamn-
l)urger, stimulated by the clinical resuilts flrlnlislhed by
von Pirquet's reactjon, milade most crtreftul 1post-miortein
examninations of clhildren dying between the ages of
I i anti 14, anid founid evidences of tuber culouis infection
in -no less tllan 77 per cent. of tlhemii. Going further,
atnd emiploving a miiore delicate formii of the cutaneotus
reactioni tlhanin\7on Pirqtiet's namely, Escherich's
miiodification of it, w\lhereh- the tul)erculin is inltro-
ducecl suilcuitaneouisly-Hamburger obtained a positive
reaction in 94 per cent. of all clhildrlen aged between
i I and I4 years. Naegeli found evidences of tuber-
cuilotis inifection. in 97 per cent. of the lbodie. of adtilts
cOMlyn to the )ost-lnortevil tal)le, adl-ld so the conclu-
sion seenms to l)e that the vast inajority of human-
k-;ind, at anv rtate in Europe, become infected wxiti
tuberculosis vears before they grow uip.

[f, then, practically every healthy adutlt gives a
positive cutaneous reaction to tuberctulin, the question
naturallrv arises, Has von Pirquet's reaction anyv
clinical valtue at all? and tihe aniswver to this is, Byv
itself, non1e Whatever excepting in infaints. In in1fants',
as Ehimillel'I points otut, latehlt or stationary- tuberculosis
is rare, and uip to the age of 2 years a positive
reactioni is strong presumptive evidence in. favour of
(Jan a \cti'-e tuherculous lesion. At this age, tlherefore,
it is of great uLtilit\y in differentiating tuberculosis
fromi othlier clironic wastinig conditions, stuh a,
ii Arasnius, bronchitis, posterior basic miienii)gitis, and
so fortl. In older clhildren there is a grecat danger,
hi,owex-er, lest a positive von Pirqutet's reaction, taken
in con7jtunctioni with slight dtlllness to perculssion or
slight ab-t-to-emnalities in the breath sounds at the
apices of the lungs, slhould be hield to l)e conielusive
evidence of pulmonary ttuberculosis. SUCh1 signs,
(leflinite enouighl in thlemselves tlhouglh uncertain in their
inter-iieti.tion, aie common in schDool clhildren \5with
ill develo-e l chests;, deficient mnuscutlar developmnent,
or obstrluctions in their upper air passages. Now that
tie sCh,ol doctor is abroad in the lanid, the temptation
to l.,l.el as tuberculous clhildrlein with these sigTns of
pllldnonary collapse hCas often been foun(d irresistible,
p3articul.rrly vyhen. a positive von Pirquiet's reaction
h,as a -peared. to confillrm the dia,gnosis of - active
]oischief in the luings." Btlt how fatr it is froi-i con-
tiviuing any diagnosis excepting this, that the patient
has at soe tihce been infected witlh tubercle bacilli,
w-ill be at oncee obvious whien1 it is rel-lemembered that
two-thiAi-. of all schlool children aged from II to I4
years give a positive reaction, thought onlv a smiall
fraction of these are actually suffering from tuber-
culosis. In otlher wvords, von Pirquiet's reaction alone
(loes not enable us to diistinguislh 1etween active and
latent tuberculous; lesions ; but talken in conjuTnctio-n1
-with the physical signs and the course of aly given
case, it may be of great seri-ice in diag-loszis, ar-a
ticularly so when it gives a neg,ative resuflt. It is

1 BJiOucll, -3crli,0cr KIiooii;, 1911, Heft 279.

true tlhat there are certain- conditions in wxhich a
tuberculous patient often fails to give at positive
reaction, excluding for at mloment advanced or cachectic
cases; during an attack of measles, scarlet fever,
enteric, or erysipelas, for examiple, particularly during,
the period of the raslh dturing pregnancy, especially
after the sixthi mlonthi c(turini a course of tu-bercutlin
treatmenti and finally in at certain percentage of patients
witlh latent or inactive tuberculosis the reaction is, for
some cause or another, negative, even when the more
delicate m-lodifications of von Pirquet's reaction are
emyjployed. In most of these con-iditions the prlacti-
tioner wvould hardly be likely to apply the test, and it
is only in a few of tlhein, particularly in patielnts witl
latent tuberculosis in their lungs or lymphatic glands,
that a negative result could mnislead hiim. And even
hlere his elrror would not l)e great, if lhe remuemilbered
that the negative reaction onlv proves that tuber-
culosis is either ablsent or latent, ancd that in tlhe vast
m-iajority of hIns patientis there does exist a tuber-
culotis focus that maxv be called latent, inactive.
quiescenit, lhealed, or obsolete, accor-ding as hiis faneV
(lictates.

GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL ELECTION.
WE rinay call attenition to the letter publislhed at page 1331
frolm tlle Actinig Registrar of the G'reneral Medical Council,
pointinig ouit that a voting paper was posted oni Novemiiber
7tlh to every registeredreme(lical practitioller with a regis-
tered address in England or Wales, and(l inviting aniy
pract:tioner wxlho had not receive-d a voting paper, whetlhet
he wishes to take par-t in the electioni or not, at once to
conumlnicate with the office of tlle Couincil at 299, Oxford
Street, London, W. We again veiltuL:re to express the hope
that thlere will be onl this occasion very fewv practitioners
wlhc abstain fron- taking part in the election. It is clearly
most important that on this occasion at least the profession
slhould niot give alny ground for ani accutsationi of apatliy.
The voting paper-s must be returned oln or before
November 15th.

OUT-PATIENT DEPARTMENTS AND PROVIDENT
DISPENSARIES.'

TIsE Clharity Org.anization Society l)riiits in 1-,amphllet
fornm a valuable report of iq(luitries i-a(te by District Coill-
imittees in thle year 1910. Dealing oinly with out-patient
treatmllent, the col-mnittees express the opinion t--at
existing facilities in LonIon are quite adeoquate, and
indeed in som-ie parts m-iore tlhani adequlate, as it is usual
for the poor to go the rounlid of hospitals, dispeensaries,
medical imissions,, Pocr Laxv guardian,s, and ofteni to
receive maedicine from several sources at once. (111y in
one respect are thc facilities inadlequate-that is, for tlle
treatment of conisLumnption.. There is saidi to be very little
hospital abuse ill oplar and WVest Hami, buit nulmiierous
cases are broulght to liglht byv tle ainioners in Stepney,
Greenwichl, Newv-iugtoni. otelcisea, and St. Jamres's, S8ho.
Ll tlie last-nalmied distit-s tlhere are no provideent dis-
pensaries, but theme ate niiine general hospitals, twelve
special hospitals, three free dispensaries, and the London
Medical Mission. One bov wNas found to be gettinig
medicine frcmnl seven places at olnce. The District Coi,)-
miiittees aire unanimous in saying that the growtllm of
provident dispeynsaries is prevented by thie free treatmnent
at lhospitals, free dispensaries. inedical imissions, anll slate
clubs. The Foplar C3ranlitt-ee says tbat tlie cooutril)atioll
of 3d. made by out-patie-its in the Lonidonl Hospital :s
regarded as equiivalent to a subscri-ption to a provident
dispensary or a payment to a docter, and tihe paymnent
m.)ade at the out-patient departlmient at '-uy's lhas a similar
mischievous effect. The tenden,-y it;A stated, is fol the
1Outdoor Medical Treatmiient of thte Ioor: Some Poiuts foxill the

Evidence of Di.>trict Cou,ouittees. April, 1911. Printed for the clarits-
Oganlization Societ.
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provident dispensaries to flourislh where there are no lhos-
pitals withlini easy reaclh. Overlapping between lospitals
aud Poor Law iinfirmaries is not common, tllough miany
patieilts alterlnate betweeni one and the other. The
CGreenwich Comnnmittee draws attention to tlle anolmlaly
that a lhospital patient is niot askel to contribute towvards
the cost of hiis treatm,ent, whlereas an infirmary patient is
always liable to be charged. For instance, a patient wlio
lhad been in tlle Seamen's Hospital for a loug time, oi
being remove(d to the infirimiary was found to have a barnl
accounit of over £100, alnd thougl the lhospital could take
nothlinig, the guardians made sure of tlh-eir payment. Men
receivinig paymcent unJer tlle Workmen's Comlpenisation
Act are taken into7 liospital free cf charge if their outwaild
respectability is sufficienit, but otlherwise are received in
the infirmalary and, tlhoughl. probably poo¢er, are conmpelled
to pay. The " letter " system is unaniimously cadeanied
and maniy cases of abuse are (qeotecl. At miost of the
general hospitals ' letters" are niot required, but at the
conisumiiptioln lie3pitals aDwl otlher special hospitals the
system still obtains. Mvich evidence was fourt of abuse
in connexioni witlh ouit Patients' "letters" for the lying-in
lhospitals. Two of the (conmImtittees ilotice that the " letter"
evil lias reached sucl-I a itch tl-at a traffic has been
establishled in thle letters, wNlhieh are collelcted and sold for
Is. eachi. All the omnimittees are unianimous as to the
value of the almoneis' work, niot only in preveniting abuses,
b,t in the advice as to the hygiene they are able to give
anid the assistance in the provision of suroical appli-
anices and(I in obtain,inc saniatoriuim and convalescent
treatmiieint. SomC Usefutl suggestions for reforma are
mi-ade; for examnple, to) prevent overcrowdil)g and thle long,
hours that patiets have to wait, -which is especially lialrl
ona the decent poor anid on mnothers who really care for
their homyies, it is suiggested that there slhould be a miiore
colmiplete classification. of patienits oln arrival, and a
rearranigeiment of the hours. In m-lany lhospitals thle
"casualty departmient " lias lost its rmeaning, and is now a
place wlhere all out-patients whio do not care to go to thle
out-patient departmient are seeln. It is therefore recom-
melndede that all alumoners should see tile casualty patienits.
To prevent patieicts walderi- g abotut fro07 onie liospital to
aniotlher, a complete systemii of registration is recommended,
wlicill would iiivolve a centi-al clearigh-liouse, to wlliclh
lists of patiemits iiiiglht be sent. The mIiost important
sugg'-stiola is that the ou t-patient departmiient slhould be
Made only a place for consultation, anid t'lat patieilts wllo
could be treated by tll;'ir ownV (loctors or at provident
dispensaries sliouLld ilot be encouraged at the hospitals.
'TIiis, it is said, would involve tlhe establish-Ment of a large
numiiber of )rovident dispensaries, and it is recom-imet-iled
that in the miieanitimiie thle atten:'lance at the otut-patient
departments slilould be limiited, the abuse of tlle casualty
deoartmaient dlealt witb, and preference given to patients
wilo bring iiotes or cards fromi their owni doCtors.

THE ELLIOTSON LEGEND.
IT is ain old stoiy in the exoluLtion of medicine that pioneers
lhave beein neglected and even persecuted. We ourselves
hlave frankly recordedimany instances of this. But the
fact that a mian's claimis to have discovered solmething
new are niot immediately nocept by tih3 profession does
niot of itself prove tihat ho rl a tru'l proplhet or that
he is pelrsectutedl. Mo.-.' t neglectel pioneers liave,
like Disraeli, felt that the ti^-r -ould co.ne xhlen tlle profes-
sioni wouLoldldear theni, and it has done so. Many legends
of persecutioln fade illtO notllingness oni critical em;arnina-
tion. Amionlt,s these m-iiust be clas-mcd that of Elliot3on, as
to wliom a chaiiipion of bones;tting rmade in the Erngylish
Revieiw for November, 1910, th,2o absurd statemnnt that hiis
" use of the stetlhoscope calledl fortlh the rage of tlhe lro-
tected Society a3 a body tlhe n.edlical professioll' "I Dr.
Forbes Winslow-v, wh1o recently was good eniouagh to give us
hlis view s on the stibject in a lett. r, is so,.lex-elmt better

informiied, but even lie secens to believe in the legend.
for lle says that "Dr. Elliotson was professionally
riiied for his endeavours to get a recognition of psycho-
tlherapeutics in England." It may be well, therefore, to
state the facts of the case in the lihlit of contemporary
evidenece. Tllc story is told in detail by Fernandez Clarke
illhis I4tobiograluhical Recollections of tihe Me(lical Pro-
fessioii. Clarke wvas for m-laniy years on tlle staff of tile
Lance't, and(I a personal friend of Elliotson. He rellmailecd
firmly conlvinced ofI the physiciani's good faitlh, thouglh 110
admits that lie allowed hiimself to be nlade tlle victiil of
inlposture. Elliotson, was a nmaln in whoili the "will to
believe ' w-as strong. A Frenchman namiied Dtupotet, who
professed to culre epilepsy and other nervotus disordels by
iesnm erisni, w-as allowed to ti-y hlis treatment in University
College Hospital. El1iotsou was carried away by en-
tllusiasmi, a(il hlysterical patients flocked to the hospita'.
Ani Amlg tlieioi vwere two sisters nalmed O'Key, one of whom
lhad taleil a leading part in the business-to use the
actor's phrase of the " unknowln tongues " wvhich sllortly
before liad cauised a seilsation inl Ed&.ward Irving's chapel.
Sie lalad all tlhe quialificatiolns of an exceptionally gifted
mliediLumii alnd exliibited the plhenom.ena of hy pnotic sugges-
tion, tramisfcrred visioil, clairvoyance, telepathy-in short,
tott tlt, ('oulemeot described not lonog ago by a public
performiier in tile samue style as tlle " showlmlan-'s privilege."
Elliotsonl used these supposed gifts as aids in the treat-
1m1emit anid prognosis of disease. The girls professed to
knoxx- wlleli a deatl m was imipending by tlle presence of
"Great .Jacky" oni the patient's bed. This naturally
caused aim uinw^holesomiue exciteillent aliolon the patients amid
also among solmne of the students..-We have lleard, tliouglh
x-we haVe failed to find any mnention of the fact eitlher in
Clar-ke's book or the L if>e a/-icy by Dr. Squire Sprigge,
tllat this particutlar imiposture wNas exposed by a lhouse-
pliy-siciani, wlio, after one of the girls hlad seen "Jacky,"
substituted a lhealtlhy nurse, fuIlly clothed, for time patient in
w-hvat X-lay be called the condemned bed. Wakley tested
the lonesty of the girls by experinlents inlade in the
presenice of Elliotson. One of thenm was said to fall into
convulsions oni beinmg touched by a piece of nickel, no
effect being produced by lead. Discs of tlle two mlXetals
cliarcged x-withm imiagnietism" were given by Elliotson to

AW'aklev. Wakley gave tlle nickel, unperceived by
Elliotson, to Clarke, xwlho put it in hiis pocket and walked
to tlhe otlher enld of time roolml, wlhere he remained during
the experitnomit. AWakley, lnVow having iiotliing but tlle
lead in hiis possession, bent forward and touched the girl's
ighrlt lhamidl. As hoe did so a bystander by arrangemiient
wllispel-ed audibly, ' Take care that you -o niot apply
the iickiel too strongly." Immiiiiediately the mediunl fell
into strollg c)nvulsiomls, imutch to tile gratification of
Elliotson, wlio said that NNo metal but niickel had ever
pro(liced these effects." Wakley replied that no nicliel
had been used, an(d upoll Dr. Elliotson's indignant protest
Clarke canie forxard and explained the trick tllat Ilad
beeni playe- . producing th- nickel from- his pocket. Not-
wvithstanding thlis (ldei('i-ve tost, Elliotsoli insisted that in
somle unexplainedI way " tle powver of nickel Iladl been
presenlt.' The experimnents were consequen'tly continued,
b At only servedl to mlake the' i,mposturr', Ilmor -palpable.
WVakley denouincedI the wx hole tIling as a pitiable dlelusion.
Thlo aitholrities of Umliversity College intervened, and a
resol.t(ioi -!a s passed that the practico of "animal
moa,aonetisn' ill the hospital shoulcd be stopped.
Elliot on therefore resig-ledl 1is position oni the sta5f. He
g"radu-Lally lost his practice, though, according to Clarke, 11e
retainel for som-e years a rm-,;pectabLV position as a coni-
.AUltalit. rJlhis, is time t-ne story. El!iotF,aco, who was the
orig,,inal -jf Dl-. (ioodenoug1h in Tllackeray' ihili, was an
lonest m-nani -who biad (lone good scientif'c w-ork, and wvas
recognized as a fm-st-rate teach 3r. But in kir-Jue to ll!S
meiiiory Lhis "endeavours to ;?et a recognition cf psyclio-
thuel,apellies iil England " shcl'dd be forg-ttell. It is a
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pity.thathvnaving beena led astray-nto suichi aam1iorass0

imposture he did not, as Charet1 dlid long afterwards,
determ-inie to havenothinghm:-1oie e to do -NN itli the unclean
thling.

GUARDIANS AND POOR LAW REFORM.
AMIiEMOILLs signed by over 120 gutardians and e\-a-gualdians,
of the peer, hias just beei presented to tile Pr'-sident of the
LoczalGoGv ernmnent Board, dealing with the refori s-e-

iuiiiedinPioor Law administration. The memorialadmitsm
thatrefoermns are urgent, butt deniiestalatthle chiange in
areas and(I the destruction ofexiestingn authorities advocatedl

inr the reports of the Poor Law Coi-oiniissionl are necessary.
It is claimed thatthLe read.-,isehicf is due not t

+
anydeefect

in the constituition of board,-; of gtaLrdians,b- tt to the con-
fusico in thepbiublicmind as to the-.ocope and objectt and
fundam2ental principles oftlS e Poor Law. For instance,
tlere arewi'e(lifferences of opinion a, to the niature of
the control to beexerciscd bya, central authority, asto
tlle co-ordination of the Poor Law with clharity or witli the
publiclhealthl service, and as to the line of settle: ,ent
between theadvocates of outdoor and iuflhor relief. In
view of these disputes, it is urged that qnestions, of prin-
ciple shold takeprecedence ofpuestions of sinacllinery,
and that to overthrowtlhee Cuardianr; be agra-tve
erroir until the principles are settled, as the puiblic niight
be committed to fevol-utionary Alanges cf policy und.erthie
cover of a mere change lf machinery.Itis further irged
that attentioni should first of all be given totLree points
of primiaryiilmportance the questicn ofcut-relief, the
question of -mixed workhouses, and fthe codifi-at>on of the
fastinass of statutes and rorders by -whichll guardians are
bewildered rather than controlled. If tieseseatters
vere first successfuLlly dealt with, and otlher questiuis of
principle settled,the memorialists claim, that the gutardianvs
are as competent to applytheimi as any alternative auLthl-
ritytllat could be proposed, whiletle advantages that are
claimed for larger areas could be secured by ti:e co-opera-
tion or combination of existing unions, without incurring
tLe grave risks which would attendl the break uip ofe-isting
rnachinery. It cannot be said that the mtenmorialineets
the objectionis raisedl by the Poor Law Commnezission against
boards of guardians, and the statement that if the prin-
ciples were settled the present boards couil(d carry tlhenii
out as well as any other autltority, begsthe wlhole question.
A good point ismade when it isurg1ed that the orrect

or(ler of proceduire would be first to establisLh the scope
and principles of the Poor Law before abolishing thle
guardians. At tle same tiie, even if it werenmerely a

quLestion of consolidatlhg and(I reg,rulating the present
principles of tlhe Poor Law, it migihlt still be urgedthl t the
present boards stand in need of radical reforl:i. But the
quiestion at issue is far -wie.r tlhali tlhat. Tlhe mer-eorialists
seem harcdly tohlave realized! that the chlanges ill tlhe
scope, objects. mnethods, and principles of ptublic assistance
recoinmended by the Majority and Minority Reports are
so far-reaching and so fundcamental tllat the whole
character of arty body that is tO adm]ninister thl1e ?new public
assistance must be very different frolmi that of existing
boards of- gu-ardians; and the statemen-t that the present
boards could admninister the new puiblic assistance as well
as any other authority is no more thanuan obitr (licttin;
the presunmption is distinctly to the conitrary.

NAPRAPATHY.
MALEBLSAtNCOE saw everything in God' except, as some
unkindly critic is recordecd to have said th-efact that his
sysiem of philosophy was a vain thing. In medicine, as
we all knowv, there are practitioners who are under the
tyranny of dominant ideas. Thlus some see the root of all
disease in the nerves, others in the stomaclh, others in tlle
nose, others again in the generative organs. The osteo-
paths see it in displacements of bones. Now there lias
arisen-need it be said in America? a system wlicil lays
thie blame for every disorder of the human. body on the

ligamnents.. -The founder, hias. givien hi~ system the namGrn
"Naprapathy," a wordwhiichc he is good enoughi to tell uis
how to pronounce. "Think of Napoleon, then say
na-prap'a-thy andyonu -have the prontnciationi." Hamilet
says: linperiois; (aesar, dead, aolt-Lirln to clay

Might stop ahlole to keep the wind away.
In this at least he would be serving a useful puLirpose. But
to link thenlaame of Napoleon%itht a systeml. so particuLlarly
foolishl is a worse dei-radation. The fouLneder of the
system issaidl to be one Oakley Smliith, who calls himself
Doctor of Naprapatlhy. We presumne the degree, like the
systemis, is of his owii iivenition. Of course lie professes
toliavedliscoveredhlow to heal any sickness w%vhich has
kiiowii nio cure by other ethods. Beingpliilanthropically
ailxious to propagate Isisinew- gospel, helhas founded a
College of Naprapatby, whiich has, its locallhabitation iii
tllat city of liglht,Chicago, and called it by his own nan e.
For the wider disseminlation ofhlis teachillnglhelasstarted

journal. If oneshouiid ask how it is that mankincd has-
been so long sitting indlarknessand theshadow of deatlh
for lack of kniowledge of the truie systemii oflhealing, the
Doctor of Naprapathyalis hlis answer ready:" Why it was,
that thegeographers of EuropFaohel(d that the earth was
flat; wNvhy itwvas that the astrcnoml-ell rs h1elLd that the
i-ni uioved abouit theearth; wvhy it wastlhat scientists
ridiculed tlhe idea of wireless telegraphy, I do niot
know-. Neithler canl I e-plain why it is that thle
medical professioni still teaclhes that diseasc is in thle
organ when iii reality it is iii the ligrauienlt.' The
Doctor of Naprapatly may,lhov-evec, findl coi-ufci-t in the
liiiowldog'- that it La;;,b.-nleft for him to reveal this
precious truth to mian. He boasts that "there is nothing
abroadto cornpare with our Naprapatlhy." But now that
astarlas risen intile West it is to belhoped that it will
send its rays-shining like a good dlee(d in a naaughty world
-far enoughi to enableuls to see the whole secret of
disease, which has been souglht in so many parts of otir
structure in vaina, lying, beforeour unobservant eyes in the
lhumoble necessary ligament.

SUPERNUMERARY OVARIES.
THE presence and signification of ovarian tissue separate
fromi the anatomaical ovary inivolve questions of cliniical
and surgical imnportance. Pregnianicylhas occurred in
patients after the renmoval of botlh ovaries, but ovarian
tissue was in such caseslm.'ost probably included in the
stumnps of tlhe pedicles, and( the re-minants of the Fallopian
tubes managed to free theemselves froni t-he ligatures,
as has happenied after " sterilizing ligation" of tlle
tubes in Caesareaii sectioln. But patients who have been
subjected to supravaginalliysterectomy wvithl simultaneous
removal of the ovaries and tutbes liave colntinued to
maenstruate althlough not a trace of the ovaries, as
alnatomically understood, could lhave been left bebind.
This phenomenon is easlly explainied wllheni we remiemiber
that superiiumrnerary ovaries hiave repeatedly been detected
by anatoraists. Rieffel makes oiut that they exist in 4 per
cent. of all feniiale subjects, buit that only signifies that a
certain niumber have beeii discovered, and makes no
allowance for wlhat may have been overlooked. Autlhor-
ities who specially sttudy the femiale organs adSmit that
thlc supernumierary ovary has been found in unexpected
situations, and anatomists do not always suLbject to the
test of the microscope abnorni-al solid bodies observed in
the neighbourhood of the genital tract. As in the case of
liermaphroditism, the microscope alone can assure
us that s-ch boldies are made up of tle histological
elenients of the geniital gland. Mauclaire and Madame
Eisenberg-Paperin,l anid, more recently still, Me'riel
of Toulouse,'2 have published important commiunica-
tions oni the subject during the past summer. The formiier
writers add to their paper abstracts of cases already
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publislhed. Meriel pitts aside the double ovary, a type of
anomnaly w hich incluides the variety wlhere a piece of
ov ixy lies in the ovarian ligament, and is therefore left
behliind in the pediele after ovariotomy. Hence tlle
probable explanation of pregnancy after remloval of botl
ovaries. M. Me'riel devotes hiis attention to the super-
l;uni- eary ovary, properly so called. It has been detectedl
in stibjects of every age,bIut miost frequlently in the bodies
of cllildren. It may lie in tlhe fold of the broad ligaienntf
in tlle ureter, under the peritoneunu-, andl hi tlhe pelvic
peritolieal pouclies. ]t may foem connexions withl the
great omentum, bladder, caecum, coloni, or anterior
abdomninal wall, being in that case seatedl on the outer
surface of the pxarietal peritonteuil. These latter situa-
tOilos imilyIvsecoudary di.-placemtQllts, the miore usual
,ositions corre-,)ouCdiuDg to tlle linPe of descent of
the ovary in thlcootr c of its en)bryological de-
velopmloenit. It is ".-lom3 clunch larger than a
millet s.\e-J, btit llway be as bir as a cherry.
Its origin is apparently patlhological. Later, in fetal
life., bisectlon of the well developed ovalry by pe'i-
tonleal bands or by torsioni has been r'epeatedly observed,
and thus the "double" ovairv is evolved. The pedicle,
1moever, slhows cicatricial tissue never seeni in thce super-
nilmaerary ovary lying away fr-OD.m theO OVary proDeU. \et
it wsoulH. appear that lthe supoernuimerary ovary was also
fornierly a part of the mlaini ovary, anid was severed from-ii
it bcfore tlle latter had reached its perlmanenit site, leaving,
tEae fragmient behind it. A-- in tlle later bisections of the
ovary, it is fetal peritonit,is that brings ab3ut this sepa-
latio;l ef a frqgment of ovarian tissue to forni a super-
li-c .mciarx 9l-vy. Tlhinii triaced these pathological
I,iangcf's in a c!ilcstibi;suj'"t vccv l)reciselv. Trfil.er cani be
dit(lonl)t, tiheni, BOW xx can take for granited( that super-
"ile1raVy ovacies are niot >o veryi.,are, tllat they accouiIt

fJ-L iliOnstruatioli persisting after the coniplete removal of
L[eQlj arlto.nical ovaries. They als- accouiit for the
abtio:1-.1al attaclhnmentsx andcl *(olllex\ions cf m-laniy p)elvic
tuino)urns. About thirty cases of cysts, derizoids, anid solid
grow ths Jlevelooe-t in supernunmer'ary ovariels have been
replrted. '.Ihe great liability of detached tissLue, accessory
thyroids, anad adrenals, for instanice, to be( ome the seat of
lnew gruwthls has bee-in nioted by mllore tblani onie Pathologist,
alld sopernrimo11,1erary 3vai-ies are suibject to thisi riuIle.

SICK POLICEMEN.
IT is to tlle credit of tlle psolice force that its domitestic
affairs usuially escape puiblic lnotice. rThe putblic is well
a-\\var.. that constables are ofteii injured in street gt-hits an(d
by accidents, btut sicklness . f ani oldinary kiTlnd is certainly
foreign to tlle public's con1ception (.f the stalw art coen in
blue. Such dissociation of idceas is niat-Lral and po,+Xs,sibly
lias sonic lfoundation in acttual fact, since policem-leni as a
class, tllanks to the colmiparative youth of a large propor-
tioIn of tlhemri, their carefuli selection, anid tie al)stemiious
liv-es thley nec;essarily lead, are probably less prone to
11'iiior ailmenits tlhaii nmost itien. Still, constables at timnes
fall victimis niot only to irijuries, but to miior ills of die fl1,esl,
and1l in sLchl circumistances requiire precisely tle samie
kind ef treatulent as ethier miien. This fact is: the erigin
apparently of a letter on the tsubject wvlliclh has receiitly
appeared in the Police 11r tIVe0/14 Parade Gossip ; its
writer is a lady-wlho lias dlevoted lher spare timie for iman-x-
years to visitintg sick policceinen, and is, we believe, thew
wife of a miiedical inan at Hlampstead. She rightly poinits
out that a comlparatively trifling disorder may easily becomie
-rave if circunmstalnces prevenit its receiving- adequate
atteiition. Suchi attentioni, Sloe soggests, is at pi esent
impossible, because wlhen a policemnan is put upoll tlie sicli
list lie reoiailis-unless already so ill as to be sent fortlh-
witll to a public hospital-ini hiis ordiniary quarteir- at the
sectioil liouse, or at Iiis owilIIomie if lie lhas onie. Hence.
uinless lie happens to be a m-iarried miali, or to Ilave sisters
or othier relatives to look after hlim, lic is niot olily very

uncoimifortable when unWell, btut is in a bad position to
shake, off whlat iilight otlherwise be a trifling malady. The
writer, therefore, urges the provision of a special hos-pital
to which all constables coild go forthwith, wlhatever the
degree of tlleir illness, as soon as put on the sick list by
ti[eir divisional surgeoni. Tlhere is nio doubt a good dleal of
nlerit in tlhe suggestion, but at the same time thllere are
clearly ninany (diffictulties in the way of its realization. Apart
from other objectioii, it ullight ofteni be neitlher desirable
nor easy t., allow all iienl miiore or less mifit for immed(liate
duty owing to soilIe p)robably passing cause to repair at
wxxill to such an institution. Still there miust be a good
niavy men whi;, thouigh1 nlot suifficiently ill to obtain admnission11
to ani ordiniary- l)uiblic llospital, are knowii to be likelly to
benefit by a certainl degree ,f nursing anld dieting, ailli a
m'liiddle cotir'se wouild be to provide two or three special
section lhouses in Londoii whore what the miieni recutire
coullJ be iyiore easily provided than in ordinary section
houses. It is to be noted that somne of the ne o-er sectiol
Louses are already provided niot exactly witlh sick bays,
buit with' rool)ls for tOm uise of miicii xx-lho have been put
temlporai:ily off duity nuder miiedical advice. A further
suggestion of the wr-Iter is tllat at thie lospital wlhose
establishulelit shle adlvocates tlhere should be provided one
or mr1ore s1)ecial wards to serve as a permalmnent lhoimie for
-eonll discharaed(l fr11 the service owing to pllysical in-
capacity acquired in alld thbrough the publhic selvice. In
this conne: ioii shie quotes seveioal inistalnces of such mien
liavin-;yg to cnd their (lays in workhouse inlfiriaries.

SIU EINRY BUTLIN, finding the strain (of his dutties as
President of tllhe oval College of Stirgeolls(of Eliglaud too
great, h.a,as resign<ed'that office, and tile Counicil, oni
Nov-emllber 9tli, elected 'Mr. Rliciniaii J. Clodlee, Sutrgeon to
Univc-rsity College Hospital, in hiis place.

AWi: rgcret to aimounou.; tlhc death of Sir Samulluc Wilks,
F.R.S., Pdast Presideuit of the Rloyal College of Physicians
of Loiidoll andl Coiisultinrg Pliysician to Guy's tIos)pital,
wlliclh oceciured oin the evenincg of Tuesday, November 7th1.
Sir Samullel Wilk.-s, w\ho was in hiis 87th y-eat, ha i for iiaily
y-cars live(d in retirellielit at HIaimnpstea(l. We lhope to
puiblish a full obitWaiy ii a later i,ssue.

TILr, fitst of tlhe lectures to b) delivered nulder tlhe
provisions of tlwc, Si' .Johin Struthers Leeturi.eshlil), before
the Roval College of Surgeolls of E(dinburglh, w\vill b- giveni
on, Friciay niext, at 4.30 imlo., by Dr. Atllhur Keitll, Conser-
vator' of the Museum of theL Royal College of Surgeonsv of.
Eligland. Tiie SuibjeCt of tlle leAtulre wvill lx aiiatoi-iy in
Scotlanid dutillg tlhe life an1l times of Sir JIollii Strutliers.
Mecdical practitioners alid students are cordially inv-ited tQ
attelnd.

Dnr F. W. M\o ir -\\ill introduce a discuissioii on1 Tlhe
Differenitial Diaglnosis of Sy tlili,; aid Plarasy piilis of dio
Nertvous SystLei at a mneeting! of the Medical Society ,f
Londoii oi. M-idy ne.t, at 8.30 p.m. The followinig lhiave
express-eci a.n ilitelitiOn t.) talke parl't in tlje (disCm s,ion: Sir
Da-iid Foeriitr, F.}R.;;, Sir Victor Horsley, F.R.S., Dr. G. II.
Savaae. _ . Risiei Rituxssll, D r. T. B. lyslop, Alajor Freell,
R.A.M.C., '0r. W\ ilfroed Hareis, Dr. Farqtlla.rBuzzard. ai(d
Mr.Alexander Flemiii'r. The ciscisOn xvihl be continued
on Monday, Novorbnore 20tlh, at 8.30 p.m.

AT thle aneirCs.ary meeting of tle iioyal Society, t)
be held oli November 30tlh, Sir Archibald Geikie, K.C.B.,
will be propo!eed for re-election as Prcsi(leilt, anid Sir
Joseph Larnior-, a).Se. anl Sir Jolnii l1ose 1radfol-d, M.D.,
as- sceretavies. Among tilose to be tlhe- op,,posed as
inellbeis of the :council is Sir Ronald Rloss. It is
alilillounce( that tlle K-ing has signiified Ilis approval of
the propowsed axwardhs of the twvo Royal medals, one of
'hlliclh is to be giveni to Dr. W. M. Bayliss, F.R.S., of Ulli-
versity College, Lon(lon, fo hiis researches in physiology.


